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subject territories which the states had acquired, and
which were held in common.

The adjustment of these different interests led to
the annual meeting of a Federal Diet, in which each
state was equally represented. The members of the
Diet were merely delegates bound by instructions
given by their states. If a new question were raised
they had to return to refer it (ad referendum) to
the government of their canton, which alone had
the right of coming to a decision. As a rule no
decision obtained the force of law unless it were
unanimously adopted by the Diet.1

1 [In the earliest times the Diets met at uncertain intervals ;
later it became, the custom for them to meet regularly in July.
The Diet was held in any canton, and even on foreign territory;
but from the fifteenth to the eighteenth century they usually
assembled at Baden, and after that at Frauenf eld. Each deputation
in later times reported itself to Zurich on its arrival, for Zurich was
practically the presiding canton. They were then informed of the
hour of the opening. The first part of the session was public, when
the premier deputy of each state publicly greeted the Federation
in the name of his canton. The deliberations which followed -were
held in private. These were afterwards drawn up into a report, of
.which each deputation received a copy, with the necessary par-
ticulars attached. As a rule each canton was represented by two
deputies, the allies by one only. The premier deputy was generally
the first magistrate of the canton, with the exception of Berne, and
the second deputy an important member of the council. Some-
times the younger members of the aristocratic families were sent
as " Councillors of the Legation," in order that they might get to
know the important members of the Confederation. [See Hilty,
Die JBundesverfassungen der, schweizerisken Mdgenossenschaft, 'pp.
320-21.

There were, in fact, two kinds of Diets : the general Diets, or
allgemdne Tage, which were chiefly concerned with ratifying
treaties of peace (see Hilty, Eidgenossische Alschiede, ii. .518, 525;
iii. 638, 646), and the Federal Diets of the twelve cantons, which
the allies did not necessarily attend. After the Eeformation
we get Diets of those of the same faith, Konfessionelle Sonder-